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About Empty Kyoto

A Once in a Lifetime
Opportunity

Asthe center of Japan’s culture, and
capitol for over 1000 years, Kyoto has
often been bedeviled by overtourism.

In 2020 & 2021 however, the crowds
disappeared, offering a unique chance
to capture the city’s natural beauty
without distractions.

Empty Kyoto is a compilation of
these photographs, a document of
this once-in-a-lifetime period.

Thisis only a preview of the book.
Please help make the book a reality by
supporting this project.
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At the end of April 2020, we called Kinkakuji Temple to
see if they were open. Not only were they open, they

were thrilled to hear we were coming.

It was areal treat to be at the temple just about alone,

interrupted only by the gardeners doing their work.
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Tenryuji Temple +

I remember being at Arashiyama’s Tenryuji Temple in
2016, trying to take a picture of the garden without any
people. | sat patiently for over an hour, my shot com-
posed, waiting for the moment when the ebb and flow

of people would create an empty space for my photo.

It never came.

Finally in 2020, | had the temple to myself and was able

to create the image in my mind.
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Kinkakuji Temple - ©BsF

It was a strange time, the spring of 2020

I'd been living in Japan since 2018,
after many visits in the years before.

Following a winterin Los Angeles, |
arrived in Japan on March 20, 2020.
Three days later the world cameto a
halt due to COVID-19,and Iwasina
place that was suddenly - quiet.

Japan’s borders closed, and would
not fully reopen for 21/, years. It
was a peaceful time. Except for the
ambulance sirens, of course.

The closing of Japan’s borders
represented a reset of sorts - a chance
to experience a Kyoto that was more
peaceful, more Zen - the way temples
and gardens were meant to be; a place
for peaceful contemplation.

The era of COVID is more or less over
now. But that time was a once-in-a-
lifetime event, and as such is worthy of
some kind of commemoration.

Such as this book.
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Bamboo Grove

I'live in Arashiyama. | often walk through Arashiyama’s
bamboo grove. | see it at different times of the day, and

batheinits beauty.

I've seen other things there as well: movies being
filmed; people walking their dogs; cars and motor-
cycles, owners shooting their vehicles in the early

morning light of the grove.

Itisa public street, after all.
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Fushimi Inari Shrine

Fushimi Inari and the Bamboo Grove share a similar i!

attraction for visitors. One, they are open 24 hours a
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day. Two, they are both free to visit. As a result, both are

very often crowded.

The pandemic must have been great for local athletes
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who train by running to the top of Fushimi Inari (4 km /

2.5mi), not having other people in the way.

That would not be me.
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Why ‘Empty’?

Humans love to connect with people.

If there is a person in a photograph,
we immediately want to interact with
them. Who are they? How do they
look? What are they doing? What are
they thinking?

No matter how small, your eye will
always find people in a photograph.

Togetsukyo Bridge, December2020 - JEA®E 20204128

Therefore, not having any people does
two things:

1) It forces you to look at everything
else: the sky, the trees, the water,

the buildings. The light. Nature itself.
Things you might not pay much atten-
tion to if you’re busy looking at people.
Maybe you do thisin real life, too?

2) It enables you to imagine yourself
in the picture. You can see yourself
because there is nobody else.

About Daniel Sofer

I've been taking pictures almost my
entire life, but | really became serious
about it 20 years ago.

Among other things, | started a
website blog, Hermosawave Picture
of the Day, where | endeavor to post
one good photograph every day.

There are over 4000 photographs
now, spanning four continents,
wherever | happen to be. At first
that was mostly Hermosa Beach, in
Southern California; but now I am in
Kyoto more than anywhere else.

Born 1952 in Massachusetts, USA.

Graduated from the University of
Southern California, Dornsife school of
Letters, Arts & Science in 1974.

Graduated from Mills College (California)
in 1976, specializing in Electronic Music
and Multimedia.

Avaried career in digital media, including
laser light entertainment (Laserium)

and electronic musical instruments
(Oberheim, Kawai).

First came to Japan to introduce
Oberheim professional electronic musical
instruments in 1984.

In 1989, started Interface International
Communications, for Japanese
publishing, product and multimedia
localization.

Started web design agency Hermosawave
Internetin 1997.

In 2002, started Hermosawave
Photography for architecture and product
photography, and the Hermosawave
Picture of the Day daily photo blog, now
over 4000 photographs online.

L TRHLE Oh?
ABIE. AEDBHBDHAIFS TS,

BEEIZADNESTOUE TSICEDAL
TRLTc73%, WOISHBDN?EDR
ZBDH?AZELTVBDIEDS 2 filz®E
ATWBDIEB57?

CEARITNSHREETH, BIZhTA %
B2l17%,

Tetsukyo Bridge,Nvember2022 S EAD 20224118

Eh5. ABWEWIEI 22D %
U

1) 28 K. K BY. . ZLTCERED
HD. b LIS AFEEFETESL
TLBHELNEL,

) BEEOHOBENEIRTT 5, thiHE
HVWRWHNSIZE. FIICVWEESERS
ZENTES,

AT )—T7—
192 T A ARG Fa—tyVINCEENS,
19T N T AL =T RS2,

1976F IILAKRE (AU THIL=TN) BFEFEL
NILTFAT AT EHFIZZK,

L—H#—54 hI>E—T-1>X>k (Laserium)
. BF %88 (Oberheim. Kawai) B¥. 7U4)LX
FATICBTB AT v )T EE D,

1984%F, F—N—=/N\1LOTORBFEEZEN
T BIDICHRA,

19894 HhR. BB VILFXT7OA—HF1
REFT2AVEA—TIA R A >Z—F>a3F)L-0
a3V ERI,

19974, 77T > &ttHermosawave
InternetZ 817,

20024, B TO4 Y FOEBIRE

17 SHermosawave Photographyzirs £

|#. Hermosawave Picture of the Dayr WS B EH
707z BHEH L. RIF40008IU LOEEZ S
VIV TRALTWS,


https://hermosawavephotography.com/latest/
https://hermosawavephotography.com/latest/

This is the book
| want to make.

Please help make this book a reality by
supporting my project on Kickstarter.

I am planning a book just like this
preview booklet: the same size - 20
x 20 cm (8”x8”),in both English and
Japanese, with a lay-flat binding.

My goal is 100 pages, but it depends
upon funding. With your support, we
can have a nicely printed hard-cover
book to enjoy.

Follow the link below, or scan the
QR code to learn more about the
Empty Kyoto project and the various
support options.
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BECOME A SPONSOR:

hermosawavephotography.com/emptykyoto

Visit the website for more information:
hermosawavephotography.com/emptykyoto

hermosawave.photography

Produced by Hermosawave Photography
PO Box 596 « Hermosa Beach, CA 90254 USA

hermosawavephotography.com

Contact:
photos@hermosawavephotography.com

Mastodon:
photog.social/@hermosawave

Instagram:
@hermosawave.photography
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